GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA
SESSION 2017
SESSION LAW 2018-5
SENATE BILL 99

FUNDING TO ADDRESS PER- AND POLY-FLUOROALKYL SUBSTANCES, INCLUDING GENX/USE OF
EXPERTISE AND TECHNOLOGY AVAILABLE IN INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION LOCATED
WITHIN THE STATE

SECTION 13.1.(f) The General Assembly finds that (i) per- and poly-fluoroalkyl substances (PFAS),
including the chemical known as "GenX" (CAS registry number 62037-80-3 or 13252-13-6), are
present in multiple watersheds in the State, and impair drinking water and (ii) these
contaminants have been discovered largely through academic research not through systematic
water quality monitoring programs operated by the Department of Environmental Quality or
other State or federal agencies. The General Assembly finds that the profound, extensive, and
nationally recognized faculty expertise, technology, and instrumentation existing within the
Universities of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and Wilmington, North Carolina State University,
North Carolina A&T State University, Duke University, and other public and private institutions of
higher education located throughout the State should be maximally utilized to address the
occurrence of PFAS, including GenX, in drinking water resources.

SECTION 13.1.(g) The North Carolina Policy Collaboratory at the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill (Collaboratory) shall identify faculty expertise, technology, and instrumentation,
including mass spectrometers, located within institutions of higher education in the State,
including the Universities of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and Wilmington, North Carolina State
University, North Carolina A&T State University, Duke University, and other public and private
institutions, and coordinate these faculty and resources to conduct nontargeted analysis for
PFAS, including GenX, at all public water supply surface water intakes and one public water
supply well selected by each municipal water system that operates groundwater wells for public
drinking water supplies as identified by the Department of Environmental Quality, to establish a
water quality baseline for all sampling sites. The Collaboratory, in consultation with the
participating institutions of higher education, shall establish a protocol for the baseline testing
required by this subsection, as well as a protocol for periodic retesting of the municipal intakes
and additional public water supply wells. No later than December 1, 2019, Collaboratory shall
report the results of such sampling by identifying chemical families detected at each intake to
the Environmental Review Commission, the Department of Environmental Quality, the
Department of Health and Human Services, and the United States Environmental Protection
Agency.

SECTION 13.1.(h) Beginning October 1, 2018, the Collaboratory shall report no less than
quarterly to the Environmental Review Commission, the Department of Environmental Quality,
and the Department of Health and Human Services on all activities conducted pursuant to this



section, including any findings and recommendations for any steps the Department of
Environmental Quality, the Department of Health and Human Services, the General Assembly, or
any other unit of government should take in order to address the impacts of PFAS, including
GenX, on surface water and groundwater quality, as well as air quality in the State.

SECTION 13.1.(i) Five million thirteen thousand dollars ($5,013,000) of the funds appropriated in
this act for the 2018-2019 fiscal year to the Board of Governors of The University of North
Carolina shall be allocated to the Collaboratory to manage and implement the requirements of
this section, which shall include distribution to the Collaboratory and participating institutions of
higher education (i) to cover costs incurred as a result of activities conducted pursuant to this
section, (ii) for acquisition or modification of essential scientific instruments, or (iii) for payments
of costs for sample collection and analysis, training or hiring of research staff and other
personnel, method development activities, and data management, including dissemination of
relevant data to stakeholders. No overhead shall be taken from these funds from the
participating institutions that receive any portion of these funds. Funds appropriated by this
section shall not revert but shall remain available for nonrecurring expenses.

SECTION 13.1.(j) The Collaboratory should pursue relevant public and private funding
opportunities that may be available to address the impacts of PFAS, including GenX, on surface
water and groundwater quality, as well as air quality, in order to leverage funds appropriated by
this section, or any other funds provided to the Collaboratory, including the Challenge Grant
authorized in Section 27.5 of S.L. 2016-94, as amended by Section 10.4(a) of S.L. 2017-57.

SECTION 13.1.(k) In the event that the United States Environmental Protection Agency no longer
provides access to its analytical instrumentation at no cost to the State for water quality
sampling analysis related to per- and poly-fluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), including the chemical
known as "GenX" (CAS registry number 62037-80-3 or 13252-13-6), or if the Department of
Environmental Quality determines that such analysis is not being performed in a sufficiently
timely manner, the Collaboratory shall coordinate such analysis in the most cost-effective
manner using relevant faculty expertise, technology, and instrumentation, including mass
spectrometers, existing throughout institutions of higher education located throughout the
State, until such time as the Department of Environmental Quality is able to perform such
analysis with instrumentation acquired pursuant to subsection (q) of this section. The
Collaboratory, in consultation with the Department and relevant experts across institutions of
higher education in the State, including the Universities of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and
Wilmington, North Carolina State University, North Carolina A&T State University, Duke
University, and other public and private institutions, shall establish a protocol for delivery of such
samples taken by the Department to the entity designated to perform analysis of the samples,
chain of custody protocols, and other matters to ensure proper handling and processing of the
samples, which protocols shall be subject to approval by the United States Environmental
Protection Agency, if such approval is required pursuant to authority delegated from the United
States Environmental Protection Agency to the Department to administer federal environmental
law.



SECTION 13.1.(/) The Collaboratory shall identify faculty expertise within institutions of higher
education in the State, including the Universities of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and
Wilmington, North Carolina State University, North Carolina A&T State University, Duke
University, and other public and private institutions, and use technology and instrumentation
existing throughout the institutions to conduct the following research (i) develop quantitative
models to predict which private wells are most at risk of contamination from the discharge of
PFAS, including GenX; (ii) test the performance of relevant technologies in removing such
compounds; and (iii) study the air emissions and atmospheric deposition of PFAS, including
GenX. In addition, Collaboratory may, using relevant faculty expertise, technology, and
instrumentation existing throughout institutions identified, evaluate other research
opportunities and conduct such research for improved water quality sampling and analyses
techniques, data interpretation, and potential mitigation measures that may be necessary, with
respect to the discharge of PFAS, including GenX.



