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NC DEQ PFAS Overview



Areas of Focus in NC-PFAS

• Assess the environmental impact of PFAS compounds to the environment.

• Ensure current regulatory requirements are met and evaluate future needs. 

• Address the needs of surrounding communities and serve as a conduit for the 
community and local partners to help them respond to concerns.

• Further the knowledge base of emerging compounds through collaboration with the 
DEQ / DHHS Science Advisory Board. 
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Regulatory Climate NC DEQ
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• Coordinating with the Secretaries’ 
Science Advisory Board and NC 
Environmental Management 
Commission about PFOA / PFOS

• Addressing impacts to groundwater, 
surface water, soil and air as 
information becomes available

• Focusing on risk communication

• Evaluating next steps beyond PQL 
(practical quantitation limits) for 
groundwater



DEQ Offsite Groundwater Testing:  
Private Wells

• DWM continues to sample private wells 
around the Chemours plant.

• DEQ is evaluating data abnormalities while 
also collecting performance data on 
filtration systems.

• DEQ has also collected surface water and 
soil data from around the plant.

5

Department of Environmental Quality



6



DEQ RO Filter Pilot Study

Pilot study goals:

− Are they effective at chemical removal?
− Assess high and low concentrations:

− Low concentrations were eligible for RO (GenX=10-140ppt)
− High concentrations were eligible for GAC (GenX>140ppt)

Basic study information

Four locations:
− 3 low concentration homes:

− Avg. Total PFAS in untreated well water = 101-155 ppt
− Up to 7 PFAS detected

− 1 high concentration home:
− Avg. Total PFAS in untreated well water = 3,359 ppt
− Up to 18 PFAS detected

− Analyzing for GenX and 44 other PFAS (2 more PFAS added mid-September)

This RO system may perform differently from other RO systems available on the market.
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Results of under-sink Reverse Osmosis (RO) filter study



Community 

Communication

• DEQ has held public information sessions in the 
communities around the Chemours Fayetteville 
plant.

• DEQ responds to community concerns

Transparency

• Post data, enforcement docs, letters etc. on the 
GenX webpage: https://deq.nc.gov/news/hot-
topics/genx-investigation

Ongoing Efforts

• Ongoing testing, investigation and enforcement

• Daily communication with individuals and the 
community
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https://deq.nc.gov/news/hot-topics/genx-investigation


DEQ Community Updates

Info for Residents’ web page 

Community Mailing
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Community
Outreach
Efforts



PFAS Next Steps

• Continued coordination with all stakeholders –
EPA, citizens, industry and environmental groups.

• Continue to evaluate areas of potential exposure 
to emerging compounds.

• Glean information from other countries 
(Netherlands) and states (Michigan, Vermont) 
who are addressing this same subject.

• Continued focus on risk communication for what 
is known and what is not known about emerging 
compounds.
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Questions?
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